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2003: Bigger and Better!
The Blackstone River Valley continues to offer Greenway
Challenge participants new spills and thrills! Start with a
basic element: weather. September of 2002 found pad-
dlers barely scraping through rock gardens in a very low
river only to enter Rhode Island still in the throes of the
worst drought on record. And this year? A very wet
August nearly guarantees that the river will be up and full
of surprises. Add a seasoned planning crew who have
changed the route to give participants 65.5 miles through
the scenic Blackstone Valley. It is guaranteed that nothing
will look the same!

If you think you and your team mates have the Greenway Challenge
route committed to memory, don’t sleep on it. Hint: This year’s third
leg reverses direction! 2003: Bigger and Better!

THE BLACKSTONE RIVER VALLEY



Captain Morin:
Coordinating River Rescues
on the Blackstone River
Once Greenway Challenge partici-
pants pass into Rhode Island, they
will be under the steady watch of
Captain Armand Morin (Ret). Cap-
tain Morin, is a lifelong Woonsocket
resident and the former Training Di-

Captain Armand Morin and grant
writer Bob Hebert, of the
Blackstone Valley River Rescue
and Dive Team

Call Barbara at 401-762-0250 or v

Who particip
Team WXLO:
What a Way to Go!
Team WXLO (left) entered last
year’s Greenway Challenge for the
first time and combined the speed
of youth (the kids) with the wisdom
of aging weekend warriors (the par-
ents) to secure an 8th place finish.
For software company executive
Gary Rice of Sutton, the Blackstone
River Valley Greenway Challenge
has become the catalyst for why he
chooses to live in the area. “The
Greenway Challenge is something
to get behind to make people aware
of why the Valley is a great place to
live,” he said. “As a family, we got
really hooked on bicycling and trails
in Europe. We really want to see the
trail system here preserved and the
bikeway finished.”

According to Rice (who is doing
his part to bring more teams into the
event), it isn’t hard to get friends
and family involved. “The Greenway
Challenge gets us psyched to get
more people involved and to show
others what the river has to offer,”
he shared. “We are just glad to be
out there and it is really fun!”

Vantage Viewing

The best spots to watch
Greenway Challenge Participants
Starting Line at Worcester Common Outlets, Worcester, MA  •  River Bend Farm Visitor Center,
Uxbridge, MA  • Kelly House in Lincoln, RI  •  River Island Park in downtown Woonsocket, RI
Finish Line at Slater Mill in Pawtucket, RI

The Greenway Challenge Route
First Leg: Bicycle 18.5 miles from Worcester Commons in
Worcester, Massachusetts to Riverdale Mills in Northbridge, MA

Second Leg: Paddle 5.7 miles from Riverdale Mills to
Stanley Woolen Mill in Uxbridge MA.

Third Leg: Run 3 miles from Stanley Woolen Mill to
Plummers Landing in Northbridge, MA

Fourth Leg: Bicycle 16.5 miles from Plummers Landing to
River Island Park Woonsocket, RI

Fifth Leg: Paddle 4.25 miles from River Island Park to
Manville Quarry Landing, Cumberland, RI

Sixth Leg: Run 6 miles from Manville Quarry Landing to
Front Street, Lincoln, RI

Final Leg: Bicycle 10.5 miles from Front Street to
Slater Mill, Pawtucket, RI

From top center: Portage and p
handoff at transition point; cele
line, Slater Mill; Hans Berg, cap
champs; kayaking in the canal 

rector for the City of Woonsocket’s
Fire Department. As the Chairperson
of the Blackstone Valley’s River Res-
cue and Dive Team, he helps coordi-
nate thirteen Rhode Island rescue de-
partments along the Blackstone River.
During the Greenway Challenge, the
team’s planning and expertise ensures
that there are two rescue boats on the
water and a dive team prepared to act
in case of any on the water problem.

“The best part of the Greenway
Challenge is that we get to show the
Blackstone River Corridor to teams
from all over,” Captain Morin said.
“When I was young there was so
much trash in the river you could prac-
tically walk across it. Today, the water
is getting clearer and clearer and our
divers are seeing fish and all sorts of
wildlife returning to the river. There
have been some really big changes
and we have a lot to be proud of.”

 This year, in addition to his rescue
planning, look for Captain Morin at
River Island Park in Woonsocket
where he will also be coordinating the
Greenway Challenge transition site for
that location.



Team Hawaiian
Team Captain: Paul Brais, Chepachet, RI
Challenge 03: Beat 12th place
This all male team of seven is led by Captain Paul Brais, a
construction superintendent who races mountain bikes in his
spare time. Team Hawaiian is a spin off of the mountain bike
racing team that they belong to.
Was it hard to put together a team from all cyclers?
“We picked up a couple of people (one of them being my
brother) who weren’t cyclers. He and another guy rented a
tandem kayak and did both the water sections for us.”
What was the hardest section for the team?
“The long run was the hardest. I think it was the second leg
and I ended up running it. We are targeting that leg hoping to
make the most improvement in our team time there.”
What motivates your team to do the Greenway Challenge?
“We are out there to have fun and we are slightly competitive.
Our mean age is about 45 years and I turn 50 soon. We are
here to have a good time and to eat and drink afterwards. But
we also have a terrific support team and they are as important
to us as our team members racing,”
Does the environmental message factor
into your participation?
“Certainly the Greenway Challenge gives us a chance to get
the word out to other people that we are working on cleaning
up the Blackstone River. We can see the progress being made
while we are out there. There is the bikeway and just seeing
the quality of the water and knowing that it is getting better is
inspiring. Anyone who has done the Greenway Challenge
once definitely wants to do it again.”
Any last advice?
Don’t take the race too seriously!

visit: www.greenwaychallenge.org

pates? and Why?

Raising Awareness: How the Greenway

Challenge Gives Back to the River

The continued success of the annual Greenway Challenge fo-
cuses attention on this rich bi-state natural resource that is
slowly, but surely, becoming a river again. As the river becomes
cleaner, the Greenway Challenge is able to put the spot light on
the economic, environmental, and recreational opportunities
growing and thriving throughout the watershed.

Previous Greenway Challenges have raised funds for ZAP!
the Blackstone clean-up efforts and other projects initiated by
hard working people who rally to improve the river and its wa-
tershed. “One project that resulted from the Greenway Chal-
lenge was the installation of a vegetative remedial ‘swale’ along
the river in Grafton,” said National Park Service Ranger Karen
Mateleska. “It was a project that people could point to and be
proud of. The effort helped stabilize that section of the
Blackstone a great deal.”

This year, three watershed groups have come together
around a campaign to make the Blackstone River “fishable/
swim-able” by the year 2015. Known as the Blackstone River
Coalition, its coordinators acknowledge that there is a great
deal of work to accomplish before the water quality standard is
improved to “fishable/ swim-able” conditions for the entire
length of the Blackstone.

For more information about joining the River Coalition or
information on Project ZAP! log on to: http://www.nps.gov/
blac/zap/index.html, or see additional contacts, next page.

put in;
ebration at the finish
ptain of the defending
at Kelly House.
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James Knott of Riverdale Mills
“Why do we sponsor the Greenway Challenge?”
“... I think it’s nice for people to enjoy the
Blackstone valley, river and roads.” Quick to
acknowledge that he did not grow up in the Valley,
Jim Knott is one of its most ardent advocates for
the quality of life it offers to so many. He was a
Greenway Challenge Corporate Sponsor for the
event’s first two years and Riverdale Mills is
hosting a Northbridge transition site this year.
“This year we will host a transition site with a put-
in at the tailrace where there is plenty of room to
maneuver.” His advice for this year’s participants:
“Go for it!”

from Raising Awareness:

For more information in Massachusetts contact:
Donna Williams
MA Audubon Society Broad Meadow Brook
414 Massasoit Road, Worcester, MA 01604
Phone 508.753.6087
Email dwilliams@massaudubon.org
URL: www.massaudubon.org

Patty Mills
Blackstone River Watershed Association
271 Oak Street
Uxbridge, MA 01569
Phone 508.278.5200
Email: brwa@acol.com
URL: http://www.thebrwa.org/

In Rhode Island contact:
Tammy Gilpatrick
Blackstone River Watershed Council
175 Main Street Pawtucket, RI 02860
Phone 401.724.2200
Email tgilpatrick@tourblackstone.com
URL: www.tourblackstone.com

For more information about the Urban Rivers
Restoration Initiative, log on to the Environmental
Protection Agency’s web site at http://
www.epa.gov/oswer/landrevitalization/urbanrivers/

Blackstone River Bikeway
Many groups have been working diligently on mov-
ing the Blackstone River Bikeway from a dream to a
reality and the Greenway Challenge was created to
build advocacy for the Bikeway. To date six miles of
the forty eight mile Blackstone River Bikeway has
been constructed with the Rhode Island section of
the BIkeway moving north and accommodates new
enthusiasts and supporters every season. In
Massachussetts, the design phase of the Millville/
Uxbridge segment has nearly reached twenty-five
percent.

MassHIghway coordinates a Bikeway Task Force
that meets regularly to review plans and to monitor
the section of the bikeway being completed as part
of the Route 146/Route 20 connector project. The
next phase to be designed is Massachussetts will be
the Sutton/Millbury Segment.

The Providence and Worcester Railroad

SPONSORS

The John H. Chafee Blackstone River Valley

National Heritage Corridor Commission and the

Corridor Coalition are working together to

present the Blackstone River Valley Greenway

Challenge. The Corridor Coalition is a newly

formed, non-profit friends group that provides

support for projects to improve the environment

within the Blackstone watershed and to stimulate

community development.

For more information, or to join the Corridor

Coalition, call Sue Barker at 401-423-2623, or

email greenwaychallenge@cox.net.
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